Forestville sub-Branch

NEWSLETTER  Serving veterans and their families in the Forest Area
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Australia My Country 2026

JULY 2026

We’re half-way through a very busy 2026 for our Committee members, and our Committee
volunteers Sue Duchesne, Kevin Leary, Jimmy Murphy, Norm Reynolds and Bob Connors.

Based on recent occurrences with the passing of some of our members, we are finding that details of many
our member’s Next of Kin (NOK) contacts are not being kept up to date. It is your responsibility to
ensure your NOK contact details are correct and up to date. We therefore ask that you constantly
ensure our Membership Officer is always aware of both your primary NOK contact details (eg your
partner), as well as your secondary NOK contact details (eg a family member such as a son or
daughter), are always correct. These details can change from time to time, dependent on your individual
circumstances. Please help us to help you, it's that simple. Thanks for your cooperation. At our General
Meeting on Wednesday 3™ June, members endorsed our Committee’s recommendation that Sandy
Howard, previously elected Secretary/Treasurer, with immediate effect, became Treasurer, and Bruce
O’Hagan became Secretary as well as becoming an Alternate Delegate to RSL NSW Northern Beaches
District Council (NBDC). A contingent of our sub-Branch Committee members attended the Australia
Remembers — Northern Beaches & North Shore - Committee 84" Anniversary Defence of Sydney
Commemoration Service at North Head on Friday 5" June 2026. We have included a selection of photos in
this newsletter, taken by our sub-Branch Official Photographer, Darryl Bullock.

The RSL NSW State Congress 2026 will be held in Tamworth 23" to 25™ October. Our sub-Branch will
have two voting Delegates: Treasurer Sandy Howard, and Secretary Bruce O’Hagan. | will also attend as
President of RSL NSW Northern Beaches District Council (NBDC), and Deputy Chair of the RSL NSW
District President’s Council (DPC). We were pleased to see 121 (244 in 2025) entries from 13 area
schools for the Australia My Country/AMC competition, which is significantly down on last year.
The number of area schools which participated this year is down 1 from 14 in 2025. There is a need
for more contact by our Schools Liaison Officers with area schools, which we can now work on for
AMC 2027. Prize winners were awarded at the AMC Presentation Ceremony on 13" June at the Club
by Matt Cross MP, State Member for Davidson. We thank our Committee Members who
co-ordinated the AMC program in 2026 for our sub-Branch: our AMC Coordinator John Balfour
OAM, and our Schools Liaison Officers, Peter McAskill, and Kevin Leary, supported by our
Committee members, as well as the many members who assisted with judging of entries this year.
Well done, all! We also thank our Active Committee Volunteer, Darryl Bullock, our resident Official
Photographer, for always being available to pictorially record these sub-Branch events and
activities. Details are available in this newsletter.

Our next event will be the Commemoration Luncheon on Sunday 9" August for sub-Branch
members and partners only, commemorating all wars, campaigns, and battles in the July to
September period. Included in these dates is 10" August which was our sub-Branch and NBDC
recommendation and which was accepted last year by the RSL NSW District President’s Council. It
is the date our Prime Minister and Cabinet committed our ADF to the Middle East in 1990 as part of
Operation Damask and the First Gulf War, with conflicts still ongoing. Full details for our
Commemoration Luncheon are included in this newsletter. Please book early to avoid
disappointment.

In the King’s Birthday Honours List for 2026, we were delighted to see that our past member, the
late Richard Gordon, along with his wife Val, were awarded an Order of Australia Medal (OAM) in
recognition of their service to the Killarney Heights and Forestville communities. This recognition
includes their tireless work over many years with the Anzac Memorial Pathway (AMP) opened in
2015, as well as the many facilities expanding community facilities in the Forestville War Memorial
Playing Fields.

Members who are Facebook users are encouraged to access our sub-Branch and our RSL Auxiliary
Facebook pages directly through Facebook, or also through our sub-Branch website if you click on
the Facebook icon available in various areas of our website. Give it a try, this will give you access
to daily posts on our sub-Branch Facebook page, including RSL Australia, RSL NSW, RSL LifeCare,
DVA, Anzac Memorial and many other updates. Take care with the cold weather and call us if in
need. Be vigilant, with influenza, RSV, bronchitis, COVID and pneumonia around us! And please
make sure your vaccinations are always up to date!

Best Wishes

Bob Lunnon

What’s On

Bill Hardman Presentation
Wednesday 1° July
7.30pm

General Meeting
Wednesday 5" August
7.30pm

Commemoration Luncheon
Sunday 9" August
11.30am for 12noon
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Membership: Our Cenotaph and Memorial Gardens

Membership total: 330 (plus 6 Honorary members) MEMORIAL PAVERS
Prepaid Pavers:
Members are reminded that you can order your own paver at any

Sadly, we report the passing of the following dear member:

KINGHORNE, Alan James ... RAAF time if you wish.
Orders are now being taken for Remembrance Day -11 Nov 2026
Introductions from our members, family and mates for new

membership are always welcome. . .
P Y There is now no cost for pavers for sub-Branch service members.

*** IMPORTANT MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION ***
It is your responsibility to ensure your NOK contact details are correct and up to date. We therefore ask that you
constantly ensure our Membership Officer is always aware of both your primary NOK contact
details (eg your partner), as well as your secondary NOK contact details (eg a family member such as a son or
daughter), are always correct.

All changes should be advised to our Membership Officer, Peter McAskill via phone 0409 122 025 or 9451 1221 or email :
membership@forestvillersl.org.au including if you wish to rescind your membership for any reason.

EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY CLASSES Forestville RSL Auxiliary
As part of our sub-Branch support of our members under the RSL NSW &
Sport & Recreation program, we have introduced exercise physiology MEAT RAFFLE
classes for our members and families. It is a twice-monthly class held FORESTVILLE RSL CLUB
in the Forestville RSL Club’s Flight Deck Room funded by our The next Meat Raffle at Forestville RSL Club will be on Friday
sub-Branch, on the second and fourth Thursda:gl of each month. % 4™ September from 5pm. We encourage you to bring friends
Our next Cla?dSeS are at 2.30pm on Thursday 9™ July, and then on i3 and family to have dinner in the Club when each of our Meat
Thursday 23 July at 2.30pm. ) » :5: Raffles is conducted. Meat Raffle tickets are $5 for 50 chances,
These classes are open to members and their families, however you 4 and multiples thereof. EFTPOS is available. Lots of sub-Branch
MUST register by calling our sub-Branch Assistant Secretary at the members have been winners in each Meat Raffle.
office during office hou_rs on 94511221, or email: NOTE: the last RSL Auxiliary Meat Raffle was at the Club on
asstsecretary@forestvillersl.org.au. Friday 19" June from 5.30pm, which was very successful with

:Ej over $600 raised by our RSL Auxiliary. Our RSL Auxiliary

Forestville sub-Branch 4 members attended our General Meeting on Wednesday 3"
WALKING GROUPS 2 June for Meat Raffle ticket pre-sales.
Our next Walking Group will be on Wednesday 15" July from the 3% All proceeds from the Meat Raffle are donated directly by our
Forestville RSL Club followed by morning tea/coffee hosted by the sub-Branch to the RSL NSW Veteran Support Fund, supporting
sub-Branch. All sub-Branch members and partners, and dogs on a :5: veterans programs around NSW, as part of our charitable
leash, are encouraged to join us for a gentle walk, as part of RSL " purpose.

NSW Sport and Recreation activities. We look forward to seeing 3
you, in support of our individual wellbeing, health and camaraderie.
Please note that you MUST register by calling our sub-Branch
Assistant Secretary at the office in office hours on
9451 1221, or email: asstsecretary@forestvillersl.org.au.
AS PART OF THE RSL NSW STRATEGIC PLAN 2021/2026 RSL NSW
SPORT AND RECREATION ACTIVITIES FOR SUB-BRANCH MEMBERS

RSL AUXILIARY

WOW, our Poppy-making workshop was an
outstanding success. We now have an abundance of

poppies to sell in readiness for Remembrance Sunday Fa Shion Par a de
FOR

and Remembrance Day later in the year.

v
Sponsored by the Auxiliary
The annual Commemoration Luncheon is being held Forestville RSL sub-Branch

on Sunday 9th August, a table has been reserved for
our Auxiliary members. Apart from selling raffle

tickets for our super raffle being drawn on the day,
we can use our attendance at this luncheon to ’ DATE & TIME

‘ LOCATION Forestville RSL. \

22 Melville Avenue Forestville

Wednesday, 16 September
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

discuss plans for our upcoming Fashion Parade on
Wednesday 16t September. Further details are [ TICKETS $25 per person ]

elsewhere in this newsletter.

e, o
Our next meeting is on Monday 34 August, cutoff date « Aussic finger food You can book a table p to 10 peope.

for catering purposes is Wednesday 29t July. * Rafflc and door pefzcs Q) St st o4
Bookings/cancellations can be made through Barbara Iy oo a
Norton: mobile 0414 415 332, or email: Thank you for supporting our Fundraiser

that supports Veterans and their families in need.

barian@optusnet.com.au. 7 7 y /
We losk foruvard o seeing yow there! @



mailto:membership@forestvillersl.org.au
mailto:asstsecretary@forestvillersl.org.au
mailto:barian@optusnet.com.au

Forestville RSL sub-Branch
DAY TOUR - VICTORIA BARRACKS
AND SOUTH EASTERN BEACHES
Thursday, 16th July 2026

Assemble at 8.15am in the lower car park at Forestville RSL
Club for an 8.30am departure. We will proceed to Victoria
Barracks where we will be met by a Museum guide who will
provide security passes. After visiting the Museum, we will
proceed to the Barracks where guides will assist us

with a walking tour of the area until around

midday. After returning to our

coach, we will proceed to .O °
Paddington RSL o Club
for our two-course
“Jﬂ lunch with a glass of
o house wine/beer/soft drink.
g Following lunch, we will visit the south-

eastern
beaches with afternoon tea/coffee in the La Perouse
area, after which we will head back to Forestville, arriving
around 4pm.

Arrive: Arrive at the lower car park by 8.15am for an
8.30am departure

Return: Around 4pm

Cost: Members and partners $50 per person, which is
heavily discounted by our sub-Branch

Tickets: On sale from 10.30am on Tuesday 9th June until
Monday 6th July from the sub-Branch office
(Mondays and Thursdays, Tuesdays after a Public
Holiday), cash and EFTPOS
accepted.

Dress: Smart casual, with comfortable walking shoes

Cancellations: Please note there will be no refunds on
cancellations received on or after Monday 6th July
(mandatory Victoria Barracks requirement)

Robin Tapp at email: office@forestvillersl.org.au;
or phone: 94511221.

Contact:

COMMEMORATION LUNCHEON

Sunday 9+ August 2026
Forest Room, Forestville RSL Club

for sub-Branch members and partners only

COMMEMORATING WARS, CAMPAIGNS, AND BATTLES
IN THE JULY TO SEPTEMBER PERIOD
*
NOW INCLUDING THE MIDDLE EAST AREA OF
OPERATIONS (MEAO) COMMEMORATION HELD
ANNUALLY

AND THE 110th ANNIVERSARY — RSL IN AUSTRALIA
Time: The Luncheon will commence at 12 noon, the

doors will open at 11:30am, no access prior to
11.30am.

Tickets: On sale from 10.30am on Monday 22" June from
the sub- Branch office on Mondays and Thursdays
(Tuesdays after a Public Holiday). Please provide
mobile phone number when paying.

$45.00 pp for members and partners which is
heavily subsidized by the sub-Branch, by cash,
and EFTPOS is also available (Tap & Go).

A 2 course meal will be served with alternates on
each course, with refreshments.

Dress: Smart casual.

Entertainment: Steve Passfield (vocal, instrumentalist)

Cost:

Menu:

Raffle: RSL Auxiliary fundraising raffle, please
be prepared with cash, and EFTPOS is also
available.
Club Bus: The Club bus will not be available.
Cancellations: Please note that there will be no refunds on

cancellations received on or after Thursday 6+
August.

Will be provided in our July/August newsletters.
Robin Tapp at email: office@forestvillersl.org.au;
or phone: 94511011.

More Details:
Contact:

AUSTRALIA MY COUNTRY
2026 COMPETITION

Prize winners were awarded at the AMC Presentation Ceremony on 13"
June at the Club by Matt Cross MP, State Member for Davidson. We
thank our Committee Members who co-ordinated the AMC program in
2026 for our sub-Branch: our AMC Coordinator John Balfour OAM, and
our Schools Liaison Officers, Peter McAskill, and Kevin Leary, support-
ed by our Committee members, as well the many members who assist-
ed with judging of entries this year. Well done, all! We also thank our
Active Committee Volunteer, Darryl Bullock, our resident Official Pho-
tographer, for always being available to pictorially record these sub-
Branch events and activities. More photos are available at:

https://www.forestvillersl.org.au/australia-my-country/.

Defence of Sydney — 84th Anniversary Commemorative Service
Friday 5th June 2026 - North Fort Memorial, North Head

THE NIGHT THE WAR CAME TO SYDNEY

This annual Commemorative Service, conducted by the Australia Remembers
— Northern Beaches and North Shore - Committee, of which our sub-Branch is
a member, is an appropriate way to commemorate the City of Sydney's place
in the conflict of WWII: The Night the War Came to Sydney on 31st May/1st
June 1942. Many of our members attended, enjoying the Commemorative
Address by Rear Admiral (RADM) Chris Smith AM CSM RAN, Commander
Australian Fleet. Treasurer Sandy Howard laid a wreath on behalf of
Forestville RSL sub-Branch. Photos are by our sub-Branch volunteer Official
Photographer, Darryl Bullock. Thanks, Darryl.
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FOR YOUR 2026 DIARIES

Wednesday 1st July 2026
Wednesday 5th August 2026
Sunday 9th August 2026

Wednesday 2nd September 2026
Wednesday 7th October 2026
Wednesday 4th November 2026
Sunday 8th November 2026
Wednesday 2nd December 2026
Sunday 6th December 2026
Thursday 17th December 2026

7.30pm Bill Hardman Presentation
7.30pm General Meeting

11.30am for 12noon Commemoration
Luncheon

7.30pm Bill Hardman Presentation
7.30pm General Meeting

7.30pm Bill Hardman Presentation
10.30am Remembrance Sunday Service
7.30pm General Meeting

11.30am for 12noon Christmas Luncheon

12.01pm sub-Branch office closed -
Christmas Break

Office re-opens Monday 18th January 2027

Forestville RSL Auxiliary Meetings: 1pm to 3pm on Mondays 9" Feb, 2" Mar, 4*
May, 1tJune, 3° Aug, 12" Oct. Check RSL Auxiliary monthly reports for details.

Walking Groups : 9.45am for 10am - third Wednesday each month from 21+
January to 16 December. Check monthly newsletter for details.

Exercise Physiology Classes: 2.30pm on second and fourth Thursday of each
month from 22 January to 17 December. Check monthly newsletter for details.

JULY SIGNIFICANT ANNIVERSARIES

July is noteworthy for the following significant dates:

1%t July 1916 — First day of the Battle of the Somme
4™ July 1941 — WGCDR H.l. Edwards, VC for raid above Bremen
6™ July 1941 — LT AR. Cutler, VC at Merdjayoun-Damour

Arga, Syria

10" July 1941 — PTE J.H. Gordon, VC at Jezzine

10" July 1951 — Cease fire talks began at Kaesong, Korea
11" July 1911 — Royal Australian Navy Birthday

12" July 1941 — Cease fire at Syria

19t July 1916 — Battle of Fromelles, Western Front

23" July 1916 — Battle for Pozieres begins

23" July 1916 — LT A.S. Blackburn, VC and PTE J. Leak, VC

at Pozieres

25" July 1916 — PTE T. Cooke, VC at Pozieres
28" July 1916 — SGT C.C. Castleton, VC at Pozieres
30" July 1916 — HMAS PIONEER bombarded Dar Es Salaam

“And the world is a little poorer, for a soldier died today”
...Lest We Forget...

sub-Branch Office

Office - Phone (02) 9451 1221
Hours:

Monday 0900 - 1200 / 1245 - 1400
Thursday: 0900 - 1200

Secretary & General Enquiries:

Bruce O’Hagan

Email: secretary@forestvillersl.org.au
Mobile: 0425 365 910

President: Bob Lunnon
Email: president@forestvillersl.org.au
Mobile: 0499 977 111

Honorary Treasurer: Sandy Howard
Email: treasurer@forestvillersl.org.au
Mobile: 0411 145 077

Funeral Support Officer: Robin Tapp
Email: office@forestvillersl.org.au
Office: 0425 318 531

Membership, Wellbeing Support Coordinator,

Schools Liaison Officer: Peter McAskill JP
Email: membership@forestvillersl.org.au
Mobile: 0409 122 025

Newsletter Editor: Bob Lunnon
Email: newsletter@forestvillersl.org.au
Mobile: 0499 977 111

Ceremonial Officer, Australia My Country
and Education Grants Coordinator:

John Balfour OAM JP

Email: ceremonial@forestvillersl.org,au
Mobile: 0418 412 354

Merchant Navy Chapter Coordinator:
Merrill Barker

Email: mnchapter@forestvillersl.org.au
Mobile: 0433 934 705

RSL Auxiliary Coordinator:
Barbara Norton

Email: barian@optusnet.com.au
Mobile: 0414 415 332

Joint Padres:

Rev. Dave Lanham, Phone: 9975 5410
Rev. Sanghyeon (Daniel) Nam

Phone: 0425 477 003

Travel Officer: Bob Connors OAM
Phone: 0401 077 212




Useful Links

Forestville RSL sub-Branch website:
http://www.forestvillersl.org.au

Forestville RSL sub-Branch Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/ForestvilleRSLSubBranch/

Forestville RSL sub-Branch Instagram page:
forestvillerslsubbranch

The Forestville Club website:
http://www.forestvillersl.com.au

RSL NSW website:

http://www.rsInsw.org.au

The Veterans Centre Australia:
http://www.veteranscentre.org.au

The Australian War Memorial website:
http://www.awm.gov.au

RSL NSW Mailing List Contact Details:

http://www.rsInsw.org.au/update-member-details

Sub-Branch Resources and Presentations:
http://www.forestvillersl.org.au/resources

RSL Lifecare At Home

https://rsllifecareathome.org.au/

Vet Affairs News

https://dva.gov.aulvetaffairs

DVA Australian Defence Veterans’ Covenant
www.dva.gov.au/myservice

Australian Death Notification Service
https://deathnotification.gov.au/

Scamwatch
www.scamwatch.gov.au

Military History Society of NSW

www.militaryhistorynsw.com.au
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